
Asam Sahitya Sabha’s ‘Jyoti Divas’ celebrated in Haoraghat

The 70th death anniversary of Rupkonwar Jyotiprasad Agarwala, the undisputed literary-
cultural icon of the greater Assamese nationality, was observed by Asam Sahitya Sabha as ‘Jyoti
Divas’ at Haoraghat in Karbi Anglong district on January 17. The day-long programme, organised
by Haoraghat Sahitya Sabha under the aegis of Karbi Anglong Zila Sahitya Sabha, began with
hoisting of the Sabha flag and Smriti Tarpan in the morning session.  The district president Harmohan
Jidung hoisted the Sabha flag and former district president Tilakanta Phukan inaugurated the
Smriti Tarpan which was led by eminent writer-poet Hangmiji Hanse. The morning session
concluded with presentation of a series of colourful cultural items by the artists from various
ethno-linguistic communities. Noted artist Chandrasingh Cru inaugurated the cultural programme.

The afternoon session was marked by the open meeting presided over by the Sabha
president Dr Kuladhar Saikia. The meeting began with presentation of the Sabha anthem ‘Chira
Chenehi Mor Bhasha Janani...’ as chorus by young singers belonging to Karbi, Dimasa, Nepali and
other communities, followed by the Sabha general secretary Jadab Chandra Sharma’s welcome
speech. Inaugurated by former principal of Dr Birinchi Kumar Barua College, Puranigudam, Dr
Bhupen Saikia, the meeting was attended by a host of dignitaries that include Prof. Debraj Mili of
Rabindranath Tagore University (as appointed speaker), Karbi Lamet Amei vice president Kamsing
Hanse and Karbi Anglong District Tiwa Sahitya Sabha general secretary Janardan Patar (guests of
honour).

In the presidential remarks, Dr Kuladhar Saikia termed Jyotiprasad Agarwala as a
tremendously unique and multi-faceted creative personality. “There is hardly any form left in the
field of Assamese culture and literature that does not carry the sign of Rupkonwar Jyotiprasad’s
creative genius. Born in a royal family of wealthy tea planter, Jyotiprasad always remained a common
man and there lies his greatness,” said Dr Saikia.

Four distinguished folk artists of the state were nominated for public felicitation on the
occasion and they are: Chandra Kanta Terang and Kumar Daimary of Karbi Anglong district, Kanak
Chandra Kumar of Sipajhar in Darrang district and Smti. Punya Prabha Dutta of Jorhat. Of these,
Chandra Kanta Terang (an ex-MAL also) and Kumar Daimary were present and they were accorded
with public felicitation with plaque, felicitation scroll, gamosa, sarai and other items.

A batch of the Sabha office bearers, writers, artists, such as, \Premnarayan Nath (treasurer),
Smti. Leena Sharma (noted writer), Kiran Shankar (noted artist) and others were also introduced
and felicitated publicly.
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